
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER FOR EAA CHAPTER 908 

SAINT LUCIE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

APRIL 2009 VOLUME 22, ISSUE 4 

EAA 908 HYLITES 

Officers:  

President  Jim Wetzel 

 878-1973 

V. Pres. Ed Elder  

 595-5698 

Secretary  Jerry Groendyke  

 489-9150 

Treasurer  Ron Knaggs  

 429-1241 

Past President Kevin Griffin  

 489-7776 

Directors  Dave East 

 873-2357 

 Randy Berry  

 429-0725 

WEB Site: www.eaa908.org 

   webmaster: Romeo Vadnais  

Chapter Clubhouse: 

3100 Industrial Ave 3 

Fort Pierce, FL 34946 

Phone - (772) 489-0420 

KFPR, east end use Taxiway 

Alpha or Delta to Delta One, or 

progressive to òEAA Rampó 

Pancake fly-in pilots eat free 

Sonex Project 

Jim Royalôs AeroVee engine arrived for his Sonex project.  It was sev-

eral boxes of parts that needed to be assembled.  Below is the case 

halves bolted together with crankshaft and connecting rods barely visi-

ble.   

Mark Your Calendar: 

¶ April 15th - Chapter Meeting - 7pm 

¶ April 16th - Airport Security seminar at VRB, Flight Safety 

¶ April 18th - Pancake Breakfast 8a-11a 

¶ April 21 - 26, 2009 - Sun-N-Fun Lakeland 

¶ June 13th - Young Eagle day 

¶ July 27 - August 2 - EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 

¶ Every Wednesday ñ coffee and donuts at club house 

¶ Every Sat. morning ñ coffee and donuts at club house 

¶ Every Sat. Lunch ñ Burgers and dogs (except on pancake 

days) 
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Oil Filter Cutter by Richard Chapman 
The Chapter purchased an oil filter cutter and holding fixture.  I used it the other day to cut open the filter for the 

flying club Cherokee 180.  Following is a picture story of how the stuff works.  The tools are available in the 

tool room off the Chapter hangar.  Feel free to use it at the hangar, but please clean it after use and put back. 

Newsletter Editor: Richard Chapman - email to:  rchap21@bellsouth.net 

All articles and pictures are the credit of the Editor, Richard Chapman, unless otherwise noted.  

Many thanks to those that contributed.  Anyone with a stories, news, trips to Key West, aircraft projects, 

bios of members, etc. can share it with the world through HYLITES, as we archive the recent issues on 

the web.  We have not copyrighted anything in the past, but may work up something in the future.  

Generally, any other EAA or not -for -profit publication is free to use anything in this newsletter, just give 

us credit and send us a copy.   

The filter holding fixture has a flange on the 

bottom that can be held in a vise.  There is an 

inset in the bottom of the õcanõ that matches 

the ôhex nutõ non the top of the filter.  Then 

tighten the three sharply pointed holding 

screws until they just barely penetrate the 

sides of the filter.   

Next open up the cutter adjusting screw to clear 

the side of the filter.  Then place it on top of the 

filter with the threaded stud through the hole.  

Tighten the screw until it contacts the side of the 

filter and start turning.  Tighten slightly after 

each cutter rotation.  Somewhere between 5 to 10 

turns usually will cut through the side.  Be very 

careful when removing the filter base, there will 

be sharp metal edges on both filter pieces.  
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Oil Filter Cutter (part 2) 
At left is the filter cutter with the filter base still 

inside it.  Left of that is the actual filter element 

that has been carefully removed from the filter 

can.  Depending on how much residual oil was in 

the can, you could possible now have a real mess 

on the workbench.  Plan to have a lined trash can 

handy to get the oily parts.  There is one just be-

hind the vise in this picture.  Also have rags or 

towels that will be thrown away.  

Next below shows another filter element coming 

out of the can.  Also in the lower middle the pa-

per filter is being cut from the filter canister with 

a box cutter blade.  Go around both the top and 

the bottom, then pry it out.  Yes, it will be oily, 

and I do suggest using latex or vinyl gloves.  

Used motor oil has been deemed to be a carcino-

gen under California law.  

The bottom picture shows the paper element laid 

out on the workbench.  The oil flow is from the 

outside of the canister to the middle, so that is 

where you look for particles.  A magnet passed 

close to the paper would pick up steel particles.  

Carbon particles were most of what I found in 

this one.  

Lower left picture shows the two elements that I 

removed.  The back of the Tempest filters has a 

metal spring plate that holds the canister in 

place.  Underneath the spring is a round magnet 

that is designed to trap ferrous materials, which 

is visible on the left canister.  None were visible, 

however the flow of oil at the back is minimal, so 

not sure how the engineering was supposed to 

work.  
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Google Earth by Richard Chapman 

Itõs amazing how much technology changes each day.  Someone at a CAP meeting was showing 

Google Earth to us, he had a subscription account that allows you to fly over almost any part of the 

Earth.  Also, an FAA FSDO person giving a safety seminar mentioned it.  So I signed up for a plain, 

free account to see what it has.  I did find my house and the Fort Pierce airport.  I was able to save 

and copy the image as above.  You can zoom in or out, the high resolution is amazing.  Most im-

ages are aerial photos that have been patched together, so that in most cases you donõt know 

where the seams are.  Above is the East end of the runway, taxiway D1, Industrial Ave 3, and cen-

tered on our Chapter 908 hangar and clubhouse.  Lower left shows this was taken in 2004, taxiway 

Alpha extension was under construction, and our hangar roof was rusty.  Also, the new fire station 

had not been started.  You can see three airplanes on taxiway Delta, one cantered somewhat 

probably doing a runup.  

So what use is it to aviation?  The FAA person said that he used it to see the airport layout in rela-

tion to the surrounding real estate and become familiar with landmarks for traffic patterns at unfa-

miliar airports.  Most important for pilots is knowing where to taxi for the pancake breakfasts, or 

free food at the airport open house.   

Anyway, if you are a computer geek like me, check this out.  You do need to have a relatively new 

computer with good video.  Probably broad band of some sort, the faster the quicker the maps 

will be displayed.  Go to earth.google.com and you then download the browser interface.  
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Board Minutes - March 18th  

Meeting called to order at 7:59P.M. 

 

All Board Members and Directors and Past President were present with the exception of President Wetzel and 

Director East. 

 

Discussion on Chapter hangar roof repair/paint/coating options. Ron Knaggs will check on price and coverage of 

various roof coating products. Using some paid labor obtained through labor finders was discussed, as Director 

Randy Berry mentioned a personal contact to ensure best workers available. Chapter member supervision would 

be required of any outside labor.  

Past President Griffin made a motion to cover the roof with Kool-Kote, but there was no second.  

Final decisions will be made after Ron reports on various options. Would like to start project within two weeks.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:22P.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jerry Groendyke-Secretary  

Aero Acres Airport Open House  

Aero Acres fly -in community recently held an 

open house, inviting all area pilots.  I flew the 

club Cherokee 180 to it, landing on Runway 9 

sometime before noon.  The flyer for this event 

indicated that a BBQ meal would be available, 

so this was a big factor in when to visit.  Taxi off 

the pavement and park on the grass to the 

North.  Several airplanes had already parked, 

some of which we found out were based there 

and had been moved from their hangar to the 

event parking.  The red and white Piper 

Apache at right had just completed a restora-

tion and flew last week for the first time in 

about 20 years.  

In the lower picture, Randy Berry had just 

landed after doing a warm -up flight in his 

Maule.  He has it for sale and a prospective 

buyer was due shortly.  On the left is Gordy 

Dewind and in the middle is Randyõs wife Bev-

erly.  They had gone along on the flight.  

Yes, the BBQ was great, and complimentary.  
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Around the Patch - by Richard Chapman 

Work is progressing on the new runway, but it is obvious that the power lines will need to be moved soon to 

permit the completion of the final stages of work.  As of early April, the power lines were still crossing the first 

section of the approach end of runway 10. 

The first update of the Airport Master Plan has been posted to the Airport web site. 

If you change any of your address, phone, email, etc. please advise Ron Knaggs.  He has been keeping the 

master roster for dues billings, etc. and passing to others such as Romeo for the web site. 

If you are not a member of EAA national, then you need to go to the eaa.org web site and fill out the online 

application.  This is both a national and local chapter requirement. 

Chapter dues for calendar year 2009 are now past due, for those that have been behind in their checkbook du-

ties. 

The Chapter has purchased a used óLug-Bugô that is gasoline powered.  This is a tow-bar device that can be 

used for aircraft movements, especially for larger aircraft.  Adapters to fit our fleet are available or being fabri-

cated by Don Worden.  To use it, contact Ron Knaggs for training and to sign a waiver if you mess up. 

Bill Stewart asked that anyone with input for Chapter 908 ByLaw changes, contact him at 772-785-9302.  The 

current ByLaws are posted on the web site at eaa908.org in the Members section.  This does require you to log 

in with password. 

For the IFR pilots, there is now a GPS LPV approach to Fort Pierce.  The bad news is the it is to Runway 14, 

which makes it hard to get as a practice approach, as the approach course crosses through Vero Beach airport 

airspace.  But this approach gives you a GPS óglideslopeô type approach to 300 foot minimums on Runway 14. 

Ed Elder finished the sound deadening materials on the clubhouse ceiling.  He wants to thank his helpers Don 

Worden and Jim Royal. 

The International Young Eagle Day is 13th of June this year.  Kevin Griffin is heading this up and will have 

something set up for Chapter 908.  Using the main terminal now requires overtime for the airport staff, so we 

may use our clubhouse and ramp. 

Gordy Dewind got his óyellow birdô certified to fly.  Randy Berry is checking him out in it. 

Through my contacts with the FAA Safety Team, I had obtained several dozen Runway Safety DVDôs.  These 

had been next to the door at the clubhouse for the past few weeks.  I did view it recently, there are about 5 epi-

sodes on it that deal with taxiing, take-off, and communication topics.  This was produced and distributed via 

FAA funding in an effort to minimize the accidents and incidents at airports.  There are many lessons to be 

learned by viewing this disc, one of which is that óprogressiveô taxiing should be requested any time that you 

may be confused about where you are going.  Last week there were only a few left, not sure if any more are in 

the supply chain.  Please view it and bring it back if you donôt want to keep it for future use. 

Last Monthôs quiz:  No correct answer was received.  The first correct answer is the minus 2 degrees Centi-

grade from the first part of the temperature group, following the sky condition ñCLRò.  The second tempera-

ture is in the Remarks section, following the ñTò.  The first four digits are the temperature with an implied 

decimal between the third and forth digits.  However, the leading 1 digit represents below zero, so that the sec-

ond correct answer is minus 2.2 degrees Centigrade.  Can anyone decode the barometric pressure? Hint: SLP 

KFPR 220453Z AUTO 32003KT 10SM CLR M02/M05 A3025 RMK AO2 SLP244 T10221050 

401171022 FZRANO  

KFPR 220453Z AUTO 32003KT 10SM CLR M02/M05 A3025 RMK AO2 SLP244T10221050 401171022 

FZRANO  


